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B lfituHlcl#«it  D#t#  for  Ev^lvotlon 
lO  Unknown 


Big  orange  light  vith  blinding  intensity  had 
red  light  on  top.  Viewed  in  southwest  with 
course  of  West. 


Duration,  speed,  etc  unknown  therefore 
case  evirated  as  Insufficient  Data. 
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HEADQUARTERS 

AIR  MATERIEL  COMMAND 

WMOHf-^ATTIISOM  Alt  fOtCI  IASI 
DAYTON.  OHIO 


Receipt  of  your  letter  deted  Septanber  10 j 1951  is 
hereby  acknovledged.  ** 

Your  letter  will  be  forwarded  to  the  office  interested 
in  these  matters. 
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m MMT  ADMASS  MTN 
COMAUMKAIIOH  AMO 
VllOOf  TO  COMMAMOOSO 
OMftAi,  A \ t MATfMI 
COAMAAMD.  ATTMTIOM 
lOWIMO  OM*Ct  fTMMij 


If  further  Infomatloa  is  desired  you  will  be  contactede 
Your  action  in  writing  this  Coonand  is  appreciated* 

Yours  very  truly^ 


/ - A'  ^ . 

BftYAH  L.  DAVIS 
Colonel.  USAF 
Air  Adjutant  General 
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Air  Hm«»WSASH109  JAN  SO  4S0M 
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Thursday,  August  30,  1951 


It  vasn't  a flying  saucerl  Nor 
wag  It  a conventional  type  airplane  1 « 
But  whatever  it  was.  It  has  aroused  M 
the  curiosity  of  at  least  five  pdr*  ^ 
sons  who  saw  it  soaring  through  the  W 
air  Monday  night. 

‘It  wu  a big  orange  light  with 
blinding  Intensity  when  I first  no-  m 
tleed  It  over  the  southwest  corner  M 
of  the  alirwri."  Ray  Williams  told 
the  Leader.  ”J  h^  Just  taxied  out  ^ 
onto  the  runway  preparing  to  take  lo 
a flight  around  the  city  when  I ^ 
noticed  the  light.  It  was  between  u 
g and  8:30  p.m.  X called  over  the 
radio  to  the  CAA  official  on  duty  * 
Albert  Draoklec,  and  to  Paul  Reese  • 
and  asked  them  to  take  a look.  jh 
“The  lighted  object  disappeared  ^ 
Into  the  west  and  we  decided  maybe 
there  was  nothing  to  It.  So  I P 
decided  to  continue  with  my  flight  £ 
plans."  Williams  stated.  < 

“Shortly  after  I had  taken  oft  f 
I noticed  the  light  again,  approach-  X 
Ing  my  plane.  It  came  directly  at  f 
me  and  then  circled  my  plane  i 
twice  before  heading  toward  Green-  | 
vlUe.  1 followed  It  and  it  msde  ' 
a circle  round  that  town  and  came  * 
back  toward  Vandalla.  I last  saw 
It  near  the  country  club.  *l^e  CAA  i 
radioed  a transport  pilot  who  was  * 
passing  over  Vandalia  at  the  time  ^ 
at  about  30M0  feet  and  he  too  * 
aaw  the  object.  , 

“It  was  all  very  spooky,"  the  » 
Valhalla  airman  said.  “It  wasn't  J 
an  ’airplane  but  whatever  it  was  | 
the  light  was  on  the  tail  of  it.  and  * 
there  was  a small  red  light  on  . 
top.  Probably  It  was  some  military  t 
craft  from  Scott  Field  making  a t 
nin."  ' 

The  lighted  object  which  appear-  f 
cd  to  have  a 10  to  12  Inch  lens,  waa  * 
also  seen  by  X>wlght  Kerns  In  St.  . 
Elmo  the  same  evening.  . 


{ I ARB  YOU  INTERESIED  in  Van-  < 
('  dalia?  Read  The  Vandalla  Lead-  i 
er.  35-lt  j 


Ramsey,  Illinois 


Ramsey,  IIli*iois 
September  loth  ,1951 
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'!>.«  or.l;'  infsr'.i.  lion  nvj-llaolc  on  t;.ib  incJ 'ont  Ic  :i  orMclc 

fry.  ■'Vm/’ill'’  Irn-izr  of  3C  a':;nr*  1951. 


It  v'^nr. •■-  a flyir'-*  rai  cor  I !Tor  \:  r i*-  n c 'Tiv«*ntlons 
1 what'-vcr  il  '.'‘c,  it  hoc  rvor.cy^  tii-  cui’losity  5f  rt  1«. 
i.'l'.o  £iv  it  co*rin/:  t5.c  air  , 


1 t;"c  alr-*lftne  ! 
• .St  i'iv  '^crtons 


’ll  ’..ic  r.  tif  orajifo  11, '-hi  vl  n ir.tc^si  v 1 first  r.ctic^ 

it  aver  tl»}  S3u^'.v(.-3t  com--*r  of  the  eii^jort,*  ■..’illi'-cis  tcl’  the  I/iacl  r. 

'I  hai  ,;i;st  la:<ie’-’  out  onto  the  rur.\;a;*  ’'rup^rinr  to  to!:o  a fli-lit  aroiini  t.he 
city  *.;hon  I noticed  the  lifiht.  It  v c lx5t\reen  ? cji*i  :::“V  I cuUe'*  .over 

thv  ra^lo  to  Iho  CAi.  cfflcl'ij  on  'uty  ..rno-ii':'',  end  to  doul  f oege  and 

aokc  *.  thcr.  to  tahe  a lool.’ 

■*The  li-h  cd  object  di&an*>e*ire''  into  the  '..'ost  a:i*’  we  0‘^ci'ied  rjiybe 
‘here  vag  n- 1)  inr  to  it.  £o  I decided  t>  cor’^inuc  with  flifht  nlnnr,* 
illlaria  c*ated.' 

'ohor’.ly  after  I h'.d  taker.  oTT  I noticed  the  ar**li  , ar'rrojichinjf 

r~.*  elan*..  It  ec:-.e  ’Ir-ctly  nt  and  then  c!rclc.'  ■•la.n*.  V-'lce  'efore 
he»dlQf:  tov;ord  GrcinviMc,  I it  an-:  it  na ‘e  a circle  mvJ  tl.at 

to‘-*n  ciul  C'.r>-D  rack  to'.".r  ' 7‘.n!alla,  I l;.rt  sa-..-  it  n-/ r th-  countr;,-  club. 

'.l;e  CA:'.  rc  'iocd  a transport  oilot  wiio  *..v  r pasrinn  o’;cr  nt  the  ti-e 

it  about  .OjC'CO  feet  and  he  too  saw  the-  object,' 

’"It  was  clX  vtiry  S’^ookj-,'  the  VTiridaU-.  aii-.-a-u  rai'.  'It  u.sn't  an 
air -lane  but  wh.r.tevor  It  was  b/.c  li~ht  u-in  on  the  tcil  of  it,  and  tr.ere  w.»s 
a srcall  re.’  lirht  on  to-.  Probr.bly  it  vac  so:ao  rilitary  craft  froia  fcott 
field  rvikin;*  c test  run.' 

Tho  lighted  object  which  a^'-enred  to  have  a 10  to  1.1  inch  lonr,  was 
also  ee-.n  by  jwiyht  t'jimz  in  £t,  liro  the  sa-x^  ovoniny.'' 


Sta 


nvooti 


An  ftttcript  will  be  node  to  obtain  further  infer-  ation  on  this  incident 


UNCLASSlf'^^ 


DOWNCfF%AUED  AT  JJ  • - •*  • 

^KolsaiFIED  Ai'TER  12  YfclARiJ, 

UOD  DiR  6200.10 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

Aooenrtix 


VA:a)AUK.  ILLI'^IS 


( 


The  cs2y  InfDrrvitlon  cvtlleblc  on  this  inel<!cnt  Is  n n<'vs-'r.r*cr  article 
fron  ‘•VLr.'irll-i  reader  of  3C  Au^Tust  19^1* 

*It  vuss*t  a flylr?  ss-cer  I IJor  v»  s it  a com'rntlonAl  t;-K»  alrT>lpjw  ! 
bit  what^rer  it  ves,  it  hec  trouser!  th'.*  curiosity  of  at  lu.ist  five  pcrcona 
who  siw  it  coftxln^  trxoufh  tt.e  air  Vondoy 

’•»It  vsts  e big  orar.gc-  light  vi^ii  bltn.iiag  lnter.si*.y  vhen  I first  noticed 
it  over  U.e  southwest  comer  of  the  airpor*-,*  Hay  Vlllirir.s  tolr!  the  loab  r. 

•I  had  'ust  toxie*l  out  onto  the  runway  '^ropcjring  to  ta/.o  a Hirht  aroun-?  the 
city  when  I noticed  tii«  light.  It  v.s  between  9 nnd  3:X)  r.n.  I called  over 
the  ri'iio  to  the  CJu\  offici’d  or.  .hity  Alb-Tt  "-*vi  to  duxil  Teese  and 

ache;  V.x‘^  to  tek*:*  a look.* 


'■’The  Ilgh-od  object  disappeared  into  th-.*  \/eat  on*,  wo  decided  maybe 
there  was  noti.ing  to  it.  So  I decided  to  continue  with  ny  flight  plans,* 
••:illl&as  stated.* 


''•Shortly  after  1 bad  taken  off  I noticed  the  light  again,  approaching 
:t/  olaji* . It  ca:-.o  5ir*ctly  at  me  and  then  circled  r^'  rlano  twice  iefore 
beading  toward  Greenville . I followed  it  and  it  made  a circle  rovnd  that 
town  anil  ear;e  back  7:jilalia,  I last  saw  it  n*v.r  th^  country’  club. 

The  CA^.  radioed  a transport  oilot  wJjo  wiiS  passing  over  Vandalia  at  the  tine 
at  about  iC,COO  feet  anc  ho  too  saw  the  object.' 


"*It  was  all  very  spooky,*  the  Vondalla  aiman  sai?.  *It  wasn't  an 
airplane  but  whatever  it  was  tnc  light  was  on  the  tail  of  it,  and  there  was 
a snail  red  light  on  top.  Probably  it  was  sone  nllltaiy  craft  froa  Scott 
Field  asking  a test  run.* 


'The  lighted  object  which  a-'peared  to  have  a 10  to  inch  loss,  was 
also  seer,  by  kwight  tlens  in  St.  £lao  tiie  sa::«  evcrJng.* 


in  attenpt  will  be  OAde  to  obtain  further  infon-ntion  on  this  incident. 


Unclassified 


Sm.\CT  Fimi  STATUS  REPOHT  if  2 


DATS:  21  Aug  51 
TIIS  (Local):  2000 
LOCATION:  Vandalia,  111. 

L2CGTH  0?  TI1-2J  OBSERVE):  Unkno%-n 


SOUNDfone 


SPEED : 

ALTITUDE:  Unknovm 


HEADED:  Varied 

SOURCE:  Cormercial  pilotd  and  Ground  Obs, 

ACTION  OR  CCfllElITS:  No  further  investigation.  • No  conclusions  . 


DESCRIPnOM  OF 


: Bright  orange  light  seen  fion  tie  ground  and  again 
fion  tvro  aircraft,  - 


I 


